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SUB J : FITZGERALD PLANS NI VISITS 

1. FONMIN FITZGERALD, IN BACKGROUNDERS TO DUBLIN PRESS, HAS 
MADE CLEAR THAT HE INTENDS VISIT NI REGULARLY, AND 

TOO SEE BOTH PROTESTANT AND CATHOLIC COMMUNITY LEADERS 
THERE. PAPERS REPORT THAT PLAN HAS ALREADY BEEN 
CLEARED BY WHITELAW. VISITS WOULD BE CONTINUATION OF 
FITZGERALD' S PERSONAL PRACTICE OVER RECENT YEARS. AS 
FONMIN, HIS VISITS TO NORTH WILL NATURALLY TAKE ON 
NEW SIGNIFICANCE. FORTUNATELY, OF ALL SOUTHERN 
LEADERS, FITZGERALD MAY ENJOY WIDEST AREA OF SUPPORT- 
OR TOLERANCE- THROUGHOUT ISLAND. 

2. MOST RECENT OFFICIAL PRECEDENT IS VISIT OF 
FITZGERALD' S PREDECESSOR, HILLERY, TO FALLS AREA OF 
BELFAST MORE THAN TWO YEARS AGO. HILLERY WAS SEEN 
ONLY IN CATHOLIC AREA, HOWEVER, AND VISIT WAS WIDELY 
CRITICIZED ( BY FITZGERALD, AMONG OTHERS) AS BEING 
SECTARIAN. 

3. IN SAME PRESS STORIES, THERE ARE BROAD HINTS 

THAT PM HEATH WOULD BE WELCOME IN DUBLIN AND THAT PM 
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COSGRAVE WOULD EVENTUALLY LIKE TO BE INVITED TO NI. 

4. ON CURRENT NI SUBJECTS, FITZGERALD STRESSED DUBLIN 
INTEREST IN ACTIVE WORK ON " COUNCIL OF IRELAND" CONCEPT. 

HE ALSO VOICED- STILL ON BACKGROUND- CONCERN OVER 
BEHAVIOR OF BRITISH PARATROOPERS IN NORTH. DISMAY 
OVER PARATROOPS' BEHAVIOR HAS BEEN THEME OF MANY 
COMMENTATORS, NORTH AND SOUTH, IN RECENT DAYS. 

5. COMMENT: POLICY TOWARD NORTH IS DEVELOPING VERY 
MUCH ALONG LINES ONE WOULD EXPECT AFTER READING 
FITZGERALD’ S RECENT BOOK. " TOWARD A NEW IRELAND." 

HE OPENLY SHARES HISTORIC IRISH DREAM OF UNITY, WHICH MAY 
ACCOUNT FOR THE FACT THAT HE, UNLIKE CONCOR CRUISE- O' BRIEN, 
IS GRUDGINGLY ADMIRED EVEN BY SOME " REPUBLICANS." ON 
OTHER HAND, FITZGERALD TOTALLY REJECTS VIOLENCE AND 
ENGAGES IN NONE OF TRADITIONAL DOUBLE- THINK TOWARD IRA. 

6. PM COSGRAVE, DURING FORMATION OF GOVT, SAID THAT 
HE INTENDED PERSONALLY TO RETAIN RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
NI AFFAIRS, AS DID EX- PM LYNCH. FITZGERALD, HOWEVER, 

IS CLEARLY GETTING SOME OF THE ACTION. COSGRAVE AND 
FITZGERALD MAY HAVE HAD MEETING OF MINDS ON SUBJECT OF 
NI, THOUGH THEY HAVE OFTEN DIFFERED ON QUESTION OF 
SOCIAL REFORMS IN SOUTH. SORENSON 
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